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PREFACE
This manuscript is the product of a series of tape-recorded interviews
conducted for the Oral History of Iran Program of Foundation for Iranian
Studies by Shirin Sami'i with Arbi Ovanesian in Paris, France, in September
and October, 1983.

Readers of this Oral History memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and editor
sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in
such historical sources. Foundation for Iranian Studies is not responsible
for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the veiws expressed therein.

The manuscript may be read, quoted from and cited only by serious
research scholars accredited for purposes of research by Foundation for
Iranian Studies; and further, this memoir must be read in such place as is
made available for purposes of research by Foundation of Iranian Studies.
No reproduction of the memoir either in whole or in part may be made by
microphoto, typewriter, photostat, or any other device.
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Arbi Ovanesiyan was born in Esfahan, Iran to an old Armenian

family of the Jolfa neighborhood. He completed his highschool
education in Tehran, and after a year of study at Tehran University
went to England where he studied cinema., Upon his return to

Iran Mr. Ovanesiyan produced a number of medern-artistic films

and a number of well-received plays. He was also active in

the organizatlon of the Shiraz Art Festival since the Festival's
early years. Mr, Ovanesiyan's works have most concerned with the
reaction of traditionally-inclined viewers to modern art forms

and artistic performances.
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